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Italy’s Gulag Victims Get Memorial
By Galina Stolyarova

Staff Writer

Luciana De Marchi was 13 when her father
— ltalian filmmaker Gino, a communist
living in Moscow — was arrested by the
Soviet secret police and disappeared
without a trace. That was in 1937. The
daughter, who has since invested
determination, courage and resilience into
finding the truth, traveled to St. Petersburg
on Friday with Italian politicians and other
descendants of Italian victims of Stalin’s ~
purges to open a  monument Alexander Belenky / The St.
commemorating relatives and compatriots Petersburg Times
who perished in the Gulag. The monument
was unveiled Friday at the Levashovo
Memorial Cemetery northwest of the city.
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The Italian Gulag victims’ memorial
was dedicated at a ceremony on
Friday.

When De Marchi finished a speech delivered in ltalian at the opening ceremony,
Russians in the audience gestured to an interpreter that her words needed no
translation.

“This land holds people of many nationalities; like my father, they were innocent
victims,” she said. “It exudes one message, a call to confront terror and embrace
love — not in the egoistic but the humane sense of the word.”

The abstract monument — a chunk of dark granite engraved with dedications
and an olive branch — was installed with support of the Italian Culture Institute in
St. Petersburg and the Italian non-governmental organization Garden of the
Righteous.

Levashovo, formerly a secret burial site for victims of political repressions of the
Stalin’s era, was discovered by activists from local human rights group
“‘Memorial” in 1989 and later became a memorial cemetery. It takes up over
eleven hectares and is believed to contain over 20,000 bodies.



“The first trucks containing victims arrived here in the summer of 1937, and for
nearly fifty years nobody — not even residents of nearby villages — knew what
was happening behind its high fences,” said Anatoly Razumov, head of St.
Petersburg-based Center for the Recovered Names. “Sometimes up to 800
people were shot in a single night.”

Photographs of victims of the Gulag are attached to trees around the cemetery.

Nobody knows the exact location of the bodies of their relatives — when the
pictures are placed or a monument is installed, people are guided by intuition.

“‘Some of these people were prosecuted purely on the grounds of their non-
Russian nationality, others were killed because they dared to disagree with the
ruling regime, believed in other ideals than Communism, or challenged the terror
that had engulfed the country,” Razumov said.

In the first half of the 20th Century the lItalian community in Russia numbered
4,000 people. Between 1919 and 1951 more than 1,020 of them perished in
purges.

Among those shot by the regime were amateur theater director Robert Barbetti,
electrician Anton Lonzar, legal advisor Jan Maletti and Victor Marchesetti, a
researcher with the Russian National Library.

The fate of many victims still remains obscure even to their closest relatives.

“There were many decades of lies: we were told that Gino was sent into exile,
then that he died of peritonitis,” De Marchi said. “It was not until several years
ago that | discovered he was shot by the NKVD [1930s-era secret police].”

Italian politician and national secretary of Italy’s Left Democrats Piero Fassino
compared the opening ceremony with the lifting of a thick cloud of hypocrisy
which for many decades covered shameful parts of Russian history.

“Stalin’s repressions were the most brutal manifestation of the Communist
regime, with its deeply flawed dictatorial philosophy of creating a just and equal
society without liberty,” he said. “Equality and justice can exist only in a free
society. No state that oppresses freedoms and liberties has the slightest chance
of building a system of social justice.”

Fassino’'s words echoes criticism that today’s Kremlin draws from liberal
politicians and human rights advocates.

No officials representing City Hall spoke at the ceremony. Vice-governor
Lyudmila Kostkina, who had been scheduled to attend the event, did not turn up
but sent a wreath.



Fassino said that among those persecuted in Russia were 300 Italian
Communists who fled their native land deluded by their belief in Soviet
Communism, only to swap lItalian fascism for another tragedy.

“What was especially tragic is that the Italian communists suffered much more
from their own comrades who betrayed them or did not have enough courage to
fight for them than from the Soviet secret police. Gino De Marchi was arrested
after a report — containing false accusations — by someone he once regarded
as his close ally. We are here to say we will remember the bitter lesson.”

Is modern Russia really willing to learn from its history?

For the people to develop an immunity against a totalitarian regime, they have to
understand it. This understanding is lacking in the country.

Despite Russia’s bloody history and the Bolshevik legacy, there is still no
museum of the Gulag in the country. The nation’s only Gulag museum is a
remote, former prison camp in the Perm region. Several controversial paragraphs
in a history textbook is all that tell the country’s schoolchildren about Gulags. As
Russia’s human rights advocates put it, “it is very often in Russia that what is
supposed to be a book of remembrance turns out as a KGB achievements
report.”

Many exhibitions on Stalin’s rule tend to touch on the mechanisms of the death
machine and totalitarian regime, rather than on human stories. But only a human
story can give you an understanding of what was going on, said Irina Flige of the
historical branch of the St. Petersburg human rights group Memorial.

“The stories have to be as personal and human as possible,” she said. “It is all
for the people to sense the connection, and it is all for them to develop a desire
to stand up against terror in their own lives.”

“Acknowledging crimes of the regime is not a humiliation for a nation but a sign of
commitment to democracy and political maturity,” said Vittorio Claudio Surdo, the
Italian ambassador to Russia. “We have done it in Italy when we condemned the
hostilities of the Mussolini regime. Every year, on 27 January, on the Holocaust
Memorial Day, in all Italian schools we hold lectures about the persecutions of
the regime.”

Stalin’s era still causes a mixed reaction in many Russians.

Russia’s head of state, Vladimir Putin, a former KGB officer himself, once
publicly likened Stalin to the Central Asian despot Tamerlane. Conceding that
Stalin was a dictator, Putin often repeats that Stalin’s role in defeating Nazi
Germany was instrumental and should not be ignored.



This year’s poll by the All-Russian Center for Public Opinion Research shows
that every third St. Petersburger believes that Stalin played a positive role in
history. Almost as many said his role was negative.

Italian essayist Gabriele Nissim, the founder of the nongovernmental Garden of
the Righteous in Milan, feels reminding the people is essential.

“Every reminder about the purges of totalitarian regimes — be it a written, oral or
visual story — helps building an immunity against totalitarism and boosts
democratic developments in Europe, where Russia is an integral part,” Nissim
said at the opening ceremony. “Those rushing to hush these memories up very
fast, are in most cases driven not by the desire to reconcile with the past or
create a new political movement but by an ambition to completely untie their
hands without devoting much thought to human rights.”
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CeroaHs BCMOMMHAIOT UTanbsasHCKuX xxeptB N'YJ1AlNa

29/06/2007 08:30

CeropHsi cOCTOATCSL MEPONIPUATHS TOpoA0B-IoOpaTuMoB Cankt-IleTepOypra u Munana
110 YBEKOBEUEHUIO NIaMATH UTaIbIHCKUX kepTB I'YJIAla.

Kak coobmraer «@onTtanke» npecc-ciyx6a PHB, B 13 yacoB oTkpoeTcst maMsATHUK Ha
JleBamoBCKOM MEMOPHAIBHOM KiIaf0uIe. ABTOPbI MAMATHHKA — APXUTEKTOP
Poccuiickoii HarmonansHoM 6nbnuoTekn Anekcanap bakycos u ckynbnrop bopuc
[Terpos.

B nepeMoHnM IpUMyT ydacTue Ype3BbIYANHBINA U ITOJIHOMOYHBIN 110coJ Mtanuu
Burropuo Knayauo Cypno, Bune-mM3p Munana Anapea MackapeTTu, IpeaCcTaBUTENN
anmuuuctpanuu Cankr-IlerepOypra, poICTBEHHUKH perpeccupoBaHHbIX. Ha miomany y
My3es Ha Kinanouiie OynyT noausatsl Gpuaru Poccun, Utanuu, Cankr-IlerepOypra,
Mutana. Bo3ziie naMATHUKA POU30MAET CUMBOJIMYECKAS [TOCAJKa ABYX JIEPEBBEB.

B 19 vacos B lllepemeTseBcKOM JBOpIIE OYAET AaH PYCCKO-UTAIBSIHCKUI KOHIIEPT
«ITamsaTH XKEPTB TOTATUTAPU3MAY.

Giornale internat FONTANKA

Oggi ricordano le vittime italiane di GULAG



Oggi avranno luogo gli eventi tenuti dalle citta’ gemellate Milano e San Pietroburgo
per conmemorare le vittime italiane del Gulag.

Alle ore 13 avra’ luogo I'inaugurazione del monumento al cimitero Levashovskoe. Gli
autori del monumento: architetto della Biblioteca Nazionale Aleksandr Bakusov e
scultore Boris Petrov.

Alla cerimonia partecipano 'ambasciatore straordinario plenipotenziario Vittorio
Claudio Surdo, vice sindaco di Milano Andrea Mascaretti, rappresentanti
del’Amministrazione di San Pietroburgo, i parenti dei repressi. Nel piazzale vicino al
museo saranno alzati le bandiere di Russia, Italia, San Pietroburgo, Milano. Vicino al
monumento saranno piantati due alberi.

Alle 19 nel palazzo Sheremetievskij avra’ luogo il concerto russo-italiano “Alla
memoria delle vittime di totalitarismo”.

2. http://www.nlr.ru/news/vid_news.php?id=697

Notizie della biblioteca Nazionale Russa

28.06.2007
IHamsaTu uranpaHckux xkepTs I'YJIATa

29 uoHsa 2007 roga npovigyT MEeponpusaTUS NO YBEKOBEUYEHUIO NMaMATHU UTaJIbAHCKUX xepTB MNYJIATa, B
KOTOpPbIX NPUMYT yuyacTue ropoga-no6patumbl CaHkr-lNMeTtep6ypr u MunaH.

B 13:00 Ha JleBaluOBCKOM MeMOpuasbHOM Knagbullie COCTOMTCS OTKPbITUE MaMSITHUKA MTaNbSIHCKUMM XepTBam
F'Y/IAla. ABTOpbl MOHYMEHTa - apxXuTeKTop POCCMWCKON HauMOHanbHOM 6ubnuoTtekn AnekcaHap bakycos wu
ckynbnTop Bopwuc MeTpos.

B uepeMOHMM MpUMYT yyacTue u4pesBblYaliHbIA W MOMHOMOYHLIM nocon Wrtanuu Buttopmo Knayamo Cypao,
M3BECTHbIM nonuTuveckuii aesatens lbepo ®daccuHo, BuuUe-M3ap MunaHa AHapea MackapeTTu, npeacTaBUTenu
AaMuHuctpauun CaHkT-lMeTepbypra, poACTBEHHUKM penpeccupoBaHHbIX. Ha nnowaau y Mysesa Ha knagbuwe
6yayT noaHaTel dnarm  Poccuu, Wtanum, CankT-MeTepbypra, MwunaHa. Bo3ne naMsTHUKa npou3oingeTt
CMMBOJSINYECKasi NocaaKka ABYX AEePEBbEB.

B 19:00 B LlepemeTbeBckoM ABopue (3epkanbHblii 3an) 6yaeT AaH pPyCCKO-UTaNbSAHCKUI KOHUePT «MaMaTtn xepTs
ToTanuTapusma». B KoHUepTe NpUMyT ydacTne utanbsiHckne npumbl Kesipa Tanaxn (conpaHo), AHHa Mapusa Kuypu
(MeuLo-conpaHo), HapoAHbli apTucT ApMmeHun Bapcer TymaHsiH (6ac), 3acny)eHHass apTuctka Poccum Mapus
CadapbsHu,.

OpraHusaTopamu MeponpusaTuii BbicTynatoT AamuHucTpauust CankT-MeTepbypra, Mapusa MunaHa, [eHepanbHoe
KOHCynbcTBO WTanuum B CaHkT-MNeTepbypre, komuteT MunaHa «Cag npaBeAHUMKOB» U LEHTp «Bo3BpalleHHble
MMeHa» npu Poccuiickon HaumMoHanbHon 6ubnunoTeke.

KoHTakTHble TenedoHbl:
(812)718-80-57 ®paHyecko Burauum - aTTawe no KynbType n npecce NeHepasnbHOro KOHCYNbCTBa Utanuu.

(812)718-86-18 AHaTonuii PasymoB - pykoBoauTenb LUeHTpa <«Bo3BpaweHHble uMmeHa» npu Poccuiickol
HauWoHanbHoOn 6ubnuoTeke.

29 giugno 2007 avra luogo la cerimonia delle citta’ gemellate Milano e San
Pietroburgo per conmemorare le vittime italiane del Gulag.



Alle ore 13 avra’ luogo I'inaugurazione del monumento al cimitero Levashovskoe. Gli
autori del monumento: architetto della Biblioteca Nazionale Aleksandr Bakusov e
scultore Boris Petrov.

Alla cerimonia partecipano I'ambasciatore straordinario plenipotenziario Vittorio
Claudio Surdo, vice sindaco di Milano Andrea Mascaretti, rappresentanti
del’Amministrazione di San Pietroburgo, i parenti dei repressi. Nel piazzale vicino al
museo saranno alzati le bandiere di Russia, Italia, San Pietroburgo, Milano. Vicino al
monumento saranno piantati due alberi.

Alle 19 nel palazzo Sheremetievskij (Sala degli Specchi) avra’ luogo il concerto
russo-italiano “Alla memoria delle vittime di totalitarismo”. Al concerto partecipano
Chiara Taigi (soprano), Anna Maria Chiuri (mezzo-soprano), artista benimeritato
poppolare di Armenia Barseg Tumanyan (basso), artista benimeritata di Russia
Maria Safariants.

Gli organizzatori degli eventi: Amministrazione di San Pietroburgo, Consolato
Generale d'ltalia a San Pietroburgo, Comitato di Milano “Foresta dei giusti”, centro
“Nomi ritrovati” presso la biblioteca Nazionale

Contatti:

812)718-80-57 Francesco Bigazzi - addetto di cultura e stampa del Consolato
Generale d'ltalia

(812)718-86-18 Anatolij Razumov

3. http://www.kvs.spb.ru/ru/news/news/2007/07/03/gulag/




Notizie del Comitato per le relazioni esterne del Governo di San Pietroburgo

LlepeMOHUA  OTKpPbITUA  NaMATHUKA  UTalNIbAHCKUM
xeptBam NYJl1Al'a

03 Urons 2007

29 uwHa 2007 roga Ha JleBalWwlOBCKOM MeMOpManbHOM kJjlaabuue cocrossiach
LLepeEMOHUA OTKPbITUA MNaMATHUKA MTaNbAHCKUM )>xeptBaM [YJIAla. ABTOpbI
namMaTHUKa — apxutektop A. BakycoB u ckynbnTtop b. MNeTpos.

B uepeMOHUM MpUHAIM yyacTue, B YAaCTHOCTM C MUTaNbSAHCKOW CTOpPOHbI: lMocon Utanuum B PO
B.K. Cypno, Buue-map r. MwunaHa A. MackapeTtu, JgenytaTt napflaMeHTa MWTanbsHCKOM
Pecnybnnkn (HauMoHanbHbIM CcekpeTapb naptmn «JleBble aemokpatbi») [l. daccuHo,
ocHoBaTenb komuteta «Cag npasegHukoB» (MunaH) I. HuccuM, [odb pacCcTpensHHoOro B
MockBe nonuTamurpanta [xumHo [e Mapku JlyyaHa [de Mapku; C POCCUIACKON CTOPOHbI:
npeacepatens Komutera no Tpyay v coumanbHoin 3awmte A.H. PxaHeHkoB, npeacepatenb CI16
Accoumnaumm XepTB He0b0CHOBaHHbIX penpeccui J1. bapTaweswny, npeacenartenb
MexayHapogHoro obuwectsa «Memopuan», uneH Komuccum no peabunmvtaummn xepTs
nonuTuyeckmnx penpeccuin npu  [lpe3mgeHte PO  A. PormHckuid, pykosoauTenb LeHTpa
«Bo3BpalleHHble uMeHa» npu Poccminckon HaumoHanbHon 6ubnuoteke (CaHkT-lMNeTepbypr)
A. PasymoB, npeacrtasutenu obwecrseHHocTn n CMA.

LlepemoHusa conpoBoxzanacb neHuem xopa «bnarosect». [locne OTKpbITUS NaMsATHMKA
COCTOSI/TIOCb BO3J/IOXKEHWE BEHKOB U CMMBOJIMYECKAs NocajKa LepeBbEB BO3/1€ NaMsATHUKA.

Beuepom B LllepeMeTbeBCckOM ABopuUe 6bl1 AaH PYCCKO-UTANbSAHCKUIA KOHLUEpPT «MamaTtn xepTs
ToTanuTapusMa».



NcTouHmnk HoBOCTM: KoMuTET no BHewHUM cBa3saM CaHkT-MNeTepbypra

apxms 3a 03.07.2007.
apxmB 3a 07.2007.
apxmB 3a 2007 roa.

Cerimonia dell'inaugurazione del monumento alle vittime italiane del GULAG

03 luglio 2007

29 giugno 2007 ha avuto luogo la cerimonia dell’inaugurazione del monumento alle
vittime italiane del GULAG sul cimitero di Levashovo. Gli autori del monumento:
architetto della Biblioteca Nazionale Aleksandr Bakusov e scultore Boris Petrov.
Alla cerimonia hanno partecipato dalla parte italiana: partecipano 'ambasciatore
straordinario plenipotenziario Vittorio Claudio Surdo, vice sindaco di Milano Andrea
Mascaretti, On. Fassino (segretario nazionale del partito “Democratici della sinistra”),
fondatore del Comitato “Foresta dei Giusti” Gabriele Nissim, la figlia del fucilato a
Mosca emigrante politico Gino De Marchi Luciana De Marchi; dalla parte russa:
presidente del Comitato per il lavoro e protezione sociale A.N. Rzanenkov,
presidente dell’Associazione delle vittime delle repressioni ingiustificate di San
Pietroburgo L. Bartashevic, presidente dell’Associazione Memorial, membro della
Commissione per |a riabilitazione delle vittime delle repressioni presso il Presidente
della Fedrazione Russa A. Roghinskij, direttore del centro “Nomi ritrovati” presso la
Biblioteca nazionale russa (San Pietroburgo) A. Razumov, rappresentanti di mass
media, pubblico.

Durante la cerimonia cantava il coro “Blagovest”. Dopo dell'inaugurazione ha avuto
luogo la deposizione delle corone di fiori € sono stati piantati due alberi.

Di sera a Palazzo Sheremetyev ha avuto luogo il concerto italiano-russo “Alla
memoria delle vittime di totalitarismo”.



